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Monitoring Fairness and Balance in Media Coverage of the March 2022 By-elections  

Issue 1: 1 March 2022 
 
1.0 Introduction  

The media have an ethical obligation to be 
impartial in their coverage of electoral 
processes; this requires fairness and 
balance in their representation of the 
political players. Through this report 
Media Monitors tracks if the local media is 
adhering to these requirements.  
 

Section 160J of Zimbabwe’s Electoral Act 
states that during an election period, 
broadcasters and print publishers shall ensure 
that (a) all political parties and candidates are 
treated equitably in their news media, in 
regard to the extent, timing and prominence of 
the coverage accorded to them  

Methodology  

To assess coverage, Media Monitors measures 
the space and time allocated to political actors1  
in print media and broadcasts between 5pm 
and 9pm.  

 

1.1 Context 

On this day, the most topical election related 
developments were on:  

                                                           
1 Political actors monitored include; national assembly 

candidates, local authority candidates, party spokespersons and 
political parties when they are the subject in news stories  

 The Zimbabwe Republic Police’s 
investigation into the politically 
motivated violence that occurred at a 
CCC rally in Kwekwe.  

 ZANU PF Women’s League’s women 
empowerment initiative held in the 
Harare East constituency  

2.0 Space and time allocated to political 
players in the media  

Only six (38%) of the 16 political parties 
contesting in the elections received coverage 
on the 1st of March.   

Fig 1. Overall distribution of space and time 
among political actors (this includes political 
parties, leaders and candidates) in all media 

 

NB**Space and time allocated to UDA and UZA 
was negligible 

ZANU PF, CCC and MDC-A dominate media 
coverage over the other political parties 
contesting in the election.  

Other political parties who were mentioned by 
the media are Patriotic Zimbabweans (PZ), 

In this report “media coverage” refers to 

the direct speech attributed to 

candidates and political party 

representatives and when candidates 

and political parties are mentioned or 

are the subject of a news story 

 



United Democratic Alliance (UDA), and United 
Zimbabwe Alliance (UZA)  

National commercial radio stations (Star FM 
and ZiFM) did not give coverage to any political 
actors participating in the by-elections during 
their primetime shows on this day.  

Fig 2. Distribution of space and time among 
political parties by platform 

 

Only the government-controlled print and 
electronic platforms (ZBC) gave coverage to 
national assembly candidates contesting in the 
by-elections.  

Which political actors were allocated space 
and time?  

Party leaders in this by-election have taken on 
active roles in campaigning as a result 
campaigns of the prospective candidates have 
taken a back seat to the broader party agendas 
e.g. ZANU PF’s #Vision2030, #EDelivers are 
prominent. 

Fig 3: Distribution of coverage amongst 
political actors 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 4: Space and time allocated to National 
Assembly candidates by platform 

 

3.0 Gender representation of political actors 
featured in the media  

Only 9% of the election coverage was 
dedicated to women. This figure is reflective of 
the low number of women participating in the 
election as women make up just 13% of the key 
actors in this election.  

Fig 5: Overall distribution of space and time by 
gender  

 

While there were differences in representation 
across platforms, ZBC had the highest 
percentage coverage of women actors at 15% 
as compared to the other platforms.  

Fig 6. Gender representation in the monitored 
media 
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Conclusion and Recommendations 

Coverage of political players in this election was biased in favour of bigger/ well known parties with 
ZANU PF, MDC-A and CCC receiving the majority of coverage. Coverage of women was low, reflecting 
the lower number of women participating in the election. Given the results of the monitoring, the 
following recommendations are made to ensure fairer and more balanced coverage: 

 ZEC should ensure the local media gives equitable, fair and balanced coverage to all political 
parties and actors contesting in the elections through constant monitoring of the media’s 
performance and regularly engaging the media to take corrective action.  

 The media is encouraged to give prominence to the campaigns of the political actors 
contesting in the by-elections while being mindful of the need to be fair and balanced in their 
coverage.   

 

 
Annex 1: Political Parties Contesting the Election     

APP -All People’s Party  
CCC -Citizens Coalition for Change  
 DOP -Democratic Opposition Party  
FAS - Federation of African States   
FREEZIM - Free Zimbabwe Congress  
LEAD -Labour, Economists and African Democrats  
MA’AT ZIM - MA’AT Zimbabwe  
MDC-A - Movement for Democratic Change Alliance -  
NPF - New Patriotic Front   
PZ -Patriotic Zimbabweans  
RPZ -Republican Party of Zimbabwe  
UDA- United Democratic Alliance  
UZA- United Zimbabwe Alliance  
ZANU PF - Zimbabwe African National Union Patriotic Front  
ZAPU - Zimbabwe African People’s Union  

ZLP - Zimbabwe Labour Party 



Annex 2: Space and Time allocated to the monitored political actors on March 1, 2022 

Actor 

 
 
 
Role in election Party 

affiliation 

ZBC 
(Time in 
seconds) 

Government 
Controlled 

Newspapers 
(Space in 

cm2) 

Privately 
Owned 

Newspapers 
(Space in 

cm2) 

Chamisa Nelson Party Leader  CCC - 116 61 

Emerson Mnangagwa Party leader  ZANU PF  140 1 

Mwonzora Douglas Party Leader  MDC A  - - 30 

Fadzai Mahere  Spokesperson CCC - 10 30 

Christopher Mutsvangwa Spokesperson ZANU PF - - 36 

Sakupwanya Pedzisai Scott Council Candidate   ZANU PF - - 195 

Zizhou Munyaradzi 
National Assembly 
Candidate   ZANU PF 268 - - 

Mapope Shadreck 

National Assembly 
Candidate   

MDC A  246 - - 

Chuma Faith 

National Assembly 
Candidate   

PZ  70 - - 

Mhlolo Paul Thompson 

National Assembly 
Candidate   

CCC 33 - - 

Gumbo Mavis 

National Assembly 
Candidate   

ZANU PF  28 -  

Happymore Chidziva  

National Assembly 
Candidate   

CCC - 6 - 

Vongaishe Mupereri 

National Assembly 
Candidate   

ZANU PF - 8 - 

Eventhough Brave 
Mapfumo 

National Assembly 
Candidate   

P8 - 1 - 

Gladys Utunami 

National Assembly 
Candidate   

UZA  - 1 - 

Lovemore Chibukwe  

National Assembly 
Candidate   

UDA - 1 - 

Settlement Chikwinya  

National Assembly 
Candidate   

CCC - 1 - 

 

 

 

 

 


